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A  P E T  O W N E R ’ S  G U I D E 
Helping dogs with skin problems

 and food intolerance

 Because the right diet can help prevent 
the itching & scratching. 

FLEA BITE
ALLERGY

MEDICATED
FOOD

DERMAL & DERMATOLOGY DOG

Feline Canine



The VET COMPLEX range has numerous 
benefits for your dog’s health: it’s a tasty 
complete diet that provides all the essential 
nutrients, vitamins and minerals to enhance 
and improve your dog’s quality of life.  
Your vet or nurse has recommended you 
feed one of our clinical dermatology diets 
due to their special ingredients which are 
specifically formulated to benefit your dog’s 
skin.

Dermal Dog is ideal for dogs with all 
kinds of skin and coat problems including 
(but not limited to) allergies to food, house 
dust mites or environmental allergens.  It 
can also be used for food intolerances due 
to the strictly controlled novel protein and 
carbohydrate ingredients.

Dermatology Dog Similar to Dermal 
Dog but has the added benefit of 
pyriproxyfen which prevents flea 
multiplication by sterilising flea eggs, making 
it ideal for dogs with an allergy to flea bites 
(Flea Allergy Dermatitis or FAD).

Neither diet should be fed if your 
dog has a known allergy/intolerance 
to duck, cassava and/or potato.

Why has my vet or nurse 
recommended VET COMPLEX?

W H O L E  A N I M A L  H E A L T H



About VET COMPLEX

VET COMPLEX is a high quality, 
scientifically advanced range of nutritional 
pet food products, formulated by 
veterinary surgeons and nutritionists, 
tailored to the specific health and life 
stage requirements of your dog. 

Under strict quality control, our ‘fixed 
nutritional formula’ recipes mean that 
you can rely on our uncompromising 
commitment to provide the best quality 
nutrition for your pet. All our diets are 
free from artificial colour and flavourings. 

In an innovative production 
method, meats - from food 
fit for human consumption 
- are cooked at moderate 
temperature, to preserve the 
protein quality. Starch contained 
in cereals is gelatinized at 
high temperature, for optimal 
digestibility. Maximum taste is 
achieved by coating the kibble 
with high quality human-grade 
duck fat, added cold during the 
final stages of production when 
we also incorporate key purified 
active ingredients, vitamins and 
minerals - ensuring we preserve 
the nutritional integrity of these 
ingredients.

W H O L E  A N I M A L  H E A L T H



PROTEIN (duck) AND CARBOHYDRATE 
(cassava and potato) SOURCES are little 
used ingredients in pet food and rarely cause 
allergy, so highly suitable for most dogs with 
food intolerance/allergy.

HIGH PROTEIN CONTENT and particularly 
high levels of sulphur-containing amino acids 
which help promote skin healing and hair 
growth.

HIGH VITAMIN CONTENT - Vitamin A 
along with zinc promotes healing; Vitamin E 
along with selenium has anti-oxidant 
properties to protect against cellular ageing.

ESSENTIAL FATTY ACIDS - high levels of 
omega 6 and omega 3 essential fatty acids are 
soothing and contribute to skin integrity.

Specific benefits of Dermal Dog 



FRIENDLY BACTERIA - Lactobacillus 
acidophilus helps to support natural  
defences and the immune system.

VIOLET TREE EXTRACT of Securidaca 
longepedunculata soothes, decreases itching 
and helps support natural defences.

OILS - Linseed, fish and especially borage oil 
- help promote a healthy-looking, glossy coat.



Dermatology dog is a prescription-only 
product with all the benefits of  
Dermal Dog but also containing the active 
ingredient pyriproxyfen. This ingredient 
is absorbed by, and causes sterilisation of 
eggs in female fleas, thus disrupting the life 
cycle of the flea.

If there is an existing flea infestation 
when the animal is treated or if there 
are occasional flea infestations during 
treatment, adult fleas must be eliminated 
with appropriate insecticidal products- 
such as Virbac’s Indorex Household Spray 
and Effipro on pet spot-on.

Both Dermal and Dermatology Dog are 
formulated to meet a proven nutritional 
strategy that can help in cases of food 
intolerance/allergy. 

Novel Protein Approach: using 
ingredients not commonly found in most 
pet foods.

Specific benefits
of Dermatology Dog

Specific advice regarding
food allergy / intolerance



Food allergy/intolerance (often referred to as an 
“Adverse Food Reaction“) usually occurs because 
your dog develops a reaction to a particular protein or 
carbohydrate source in their food. Contrary to popular 
belief, adverse food reactions are not usually due to 
recent changes – dogs can become intolerant over a 
long period of time, to a food which previously caused 
no problems at all.

There are a number of reasons why your vet may 
suspect an adverse food reaction – these can include 
itchy skin, vomiting or diarrhoea.

Dermal Dog (or Dermatology Dog) can be used either 
to diagnose or manage adverse food reactions.

If your vet suspects an adverse food reaction, they may 
decide to conduct a “food elimination trial”.  This will 
often involve feeding Dermal Dog for at least 6 weeks 
and monitoring the effect on the skin.  It is important 
to follow the trial for as long as your vet recommends 
as sometimes it can take a long time for symptoms to 
resolve.

Whether the food is used to diagnose or manage 
an adverse food reaction or food allergy/intolerance 
it is VITAL that your dog is not fed ANY other food, 
milk, treats or ‘titbits’ (or allowed to scavenge when 
out walking) as even a tiny amount of a protein or 
carbohydrate that they are allergic to, could trigger a 
reaction. 
Please make sure that everyone in your family 
understands the importance of this and that even 
the ‘odd scrap’ from the table could cause your dog’s 
symptoms to recur. 



Your vet or vet nurse recommends feeding 

 g of VET COMPLEX Dermal Dog  

 or Dermatology Dog  per 
day, divided into  meals.
If your vet or nurse has not given you 
specific feeding advice, guidelines are 
available on the bag. Please note that these 
are guidelines only - every dog is different 
and you should monitor the weight and 
body condition of your dog and adjust the 
feeding quantities accordingly.  Your vet 
or nurse will be able to advise if your dog 
is the correct shape and size for its age 
and breed. Provide fresh water in a clean 
container at all times.

Whenever changing your dog’s food, 
it is important to do so gradually for 
two reasons:

It will take a few days for your dog’s 
digestive system to get used to any 
new food. Changing too quickly can 
lead to dietary upsets, especially 
diarrhoea

Many dogs are “neophobic” – i.e. they 
don’t like anything new, so will turn 
their nose up at anything but their 
normal food.  This is not a reflection 
on the appeal of the new food, and 
these pets will accept the new food 
when it is initially introduced in small 
quantities...

How much VET COMPLEX
should I feed?

How should I begin feeding 
VET COMPLEX?



DAY 1

DAY 2

DAY 3

DAY 4

DAY 5

Change over to VET COMPLEX gradually over 5-10 days.
For example:

VET COMPLEX
PART

CURRENT FOOD
PART

1 part VET COMPLEX 
4 parts current food,

2 parts VET COMPLEX 
3 parts current food,

3 parts VET COMPLEX 
2 parts current food,

4 parts VET COMPLEX 
1 part current food,

VET COMPLEX only



VET COMPLEX is specifically formulated to be extremely 
appealing and palatable to your dog.  In a unique cold-
processing method unique to our diet, we ‘cream’ and add 
duck fat to the outside of each and every kibble, making 
VET COMPLEX quite possibly the tastiest diet on the market.  
However, in the very unlikely event of your dog refusing to eat 
VET COMPLEX despite the transitioning, simply return the 
bag to your veterinary practice for a suitable replacement (or 
full refund).

Occasionally you will be advised to feed the recommended 
diet for a limited time whilst your dog’s skin heals, for example 
if your dog has suffered from a skin infection or burns. In most 
cases the diet should be fed for the lifetime of your pet as the 
skin problem they have is likely to be life-long. Any pet with a 
chronic medical condition should receive regular check-ups with 
a veterinary surgeon or nurse – at least every six months.

Palatability Guaranteed!

For how long should I
feed this diet?



Always take your dog for regular check-
ups and closely follow the advice of your 
vet or veterinary nurse regarding all 
aspects of managing your pet’s condition.
Alongside the VET COMPLEX diet you 
have been recommended, you may wish 
to consider the following products to help 
look after your dog’s skin. For further 
information please speak to your vet or 
veterinary nurse.

Veterinary shampoos such as 
Allermyl and Epi-soothe not only 
keep your dog clean and smelling fresh, 
but also help to remove allergens  from 
the coat; contain a number of ingredients 
to help sooth sore skin and in the case 
of Allermyl, contain ingredients to 
help support the natural skin barrier – 
preventing the skin from drying out and 
preventing allergens from entering.

Oral essential fatty acid 
supplements such as Complederm 
can be added to your dog’s food to help 
soothe the skin and support the natural 
skin barrier - not suitable where an 
allergy/intolerance exists.

Allerderm Spot-on can be applied to 
the skin to replace lipids where there is a 
problem with the skin barrier.

What else can I do
to help support my dog’s skin?



Dermal Dog 
 high quality veterinary-formulated

nutrition for all dogs with problem skin and coats.
Available in 3kg / 7.5kg & 13.5kg bags

Dermatology Dog 
high quality veterinary-formulated nutrition for dogs containing an 

authorised medicine that helps to control fleas.
Flea control is recommended for dogs with Flea Allergy Dermatitis (FAD).

Available in 3kg bags only.

VET COMPLEX Dermatology Dog contains pyriproxyfen 1% premix for dogs [POM-V]. 
Vm 05653/4125. Effipro contains Fipronil: Spot-on Dogs: UK Only [NFA-VPS] Vm 

05653/4151, 4152, 4153, 4154. Further information is available on request. 
Always use medicines responsibly www.noah.co.uk

THE 1ST PHARMA-NUTRITION
IN THE WORLD

If you require any further information
about the VET COMPLEX diet or any other aspect

of your pet’s health please speak to your vet,
veterinary nurse or nutritional advisor.

Any
         questions?
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Veterinary Stamp / Contact Details

Virbac Ltd, Woolpit Business Park, Windmill Avenue, 
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP30 9UP. 

 01359 243243.
 enquiries@virbac.co.uk 

www.virbac.co.uk


