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AFSCAN	  Announces	  Educa3onal	  Ini3a3ve	  and	  Progress	  on	  
Crea3on	  of	  New	  Veterinary	  Associa3ons	  

The Board of the African Small Companion Animal Network (AFSCAN) has launched a 
distance learning educational program and set out a roadmap for the creation of five new 
veterinary associations in Africa.  

AFSCAN, an initiative from the Foundation of the World Small Animal Veterinary Association 

(WSAVA),  which has Zoetis as its major supporter, aims to advance standards of veterinary 

care across Africa through facilitating the creation of a sustainable network of companion 
animal veterinarians, associations and specialist groups in Sub-Saharan Africa.  

At a meeting of the AFSCAN Board which took place during WSAVA World Congress in 
Cape Town, South Africa, in September 2014 and, thanks to generous support from global 
veterinary supplier KRUUSE, AFSCAN's educational program, which aims to enable 
colleagues in Africa to participate in distance learning initiatives, was launched.   

The program provides access to a range of CE resources offered by other supporters via  
North American Veterinary Community's (NAVC's) VetFolio platform, including Vetstream's 
point of care information Canis and Felis and proceedings from WSAVA Congresses, on 
computers and internet-connected devices donated by UK veterinary practices and 
repurposed by UK charity Computers4Africa.  The British Small Animal Veterinary 
Association (BSAVA) is also supporting this project. 

http://www.wsavafoundation.org


Progress was also reported in the setting up of veterinary associations in Kenya, Namibia, 
Nigeria, Tanzania and Uganda, with the aim of having  accepted the first of them into 
WSAVA membership at WSAVA World Congress in Bangkok, Thailand, in May 2015. 

With One Health a focus for AFSCAN, differing approaches to rabies control in individual 
African countries were discussed at the meeting with the need for greater education, 
especially for children, and the expansion of vaccine banks agreed as priorities.  Finally, with 
research also a focus, the Board discussed plans for the creation of the AFSCAN Small 
Companion Animal Academic Research Award to support a defined clinical research project 
related to cats or dogs. 

The second Fun(d) Run in support of the WSAVA Foundation was also held during WSAVA 
World Congress with donations dedicated to the fight against rabies.  More than 300 
delegates took part with the fastest 15 men and women receiving a medal.  Plans are 
already in hand for the 2015 event, which will take place during WSAVA World Congress in 
Bangkok in May. 

Commenting, Dr Gabriel Varga, Chairman of the AFSCAN Board and Director of Business 
Operations for Zoetis North Europe region, said:  "In the six months since AFSCAN was 
launched, we have built a committed community of  experts and partner organizations who 
share our goals.  We are very grateful to them all for their support.   

"Working together, we will advance the veterinary profession across Africa and, in so doing, 
improve the lives of millions of animals and humans.  With the foundations of our work now 
firmly in place, we are looking forward to working towards our goals in the months ahead." 

Notes to editors: 

About AFSCAN 

The AFSCAN project, the first phase of which runs from April 2014 until April 2016, has been 
developed by the WSAVA Foundation with the backing of the global animal health company 
Zoetis and a Consortium of other supporters.  Its Project Board is chaired by Dr Gabriel 
Varga, President of the WSAVA Foundation and Director at Zoetis and includes Professor 
Michael Day (University of Bristol, UK, and WSAVA Foundation); Dr Theo Kanellos and Mr 
Greg Andrews (Zoetis); Dr Remo Lobetti (referral practitioner, South Africa) and Dr Alex 
Thiermann (OIE).   

Other supporters and sponsors of AFSCAN include the OIE, the North American Veterinary 
Community (NAVC) and veterinary digital content provider Vetstream;  veterinary charity 
Worldwide Veterinary Services and its Mission Rabies Project;  global veterinary equipment 
supplier KRUUSE; the Morris Animal Foundation; healthcare advertising agency Circa 
Health; the University of Veterinary Medicine in Kosice and the WSAVA. 



About Zoetis	  

Zoetis (zô-EH-tis) is the leading animal health company, dedicated to supporting its 
customers and their businesses. Building on more than 60 years of experience in animal 
health, Zoetis discovers, develops, manufactures and markets veterinary vaccines and 
medicines, complemented by diagnostic products and genetic tests and supported by a 
range of services. In 2013, the company generated annual revenue of $4.6 billion. With 
approximately 9,800 employees worldwide at the beginning of 2014, Zoetis has a local 
presence in approximately 70 countries, including 27 manufacturing facilities in 10 countries. 
Its products serve veterinarians, livestock producers and people who raise and care for 
farm and companion animals in 120 countries. For more information, visit www.zoetis.com.	  
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